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But the thing did not stop there. A fresh vote
was taken in 1936, after more propaganda, and the
number of parents who voted for the confessional
schools had been reduced to thirty-five per cent.;
another in 1937* and now the faithful remnant was
reduced to four per cent. This speeding up of the
tempo was frankly inartistic; an offence, not merely
against justice, but against the law of averages. You
cannot, by legitimate means, break down the resist-
ance of a people so rapidly as that A statistical
triumph of this kind only serves to raise the suspicion
that there has been manipulation of the votes. If
there has not been manipulation of the votes, there
must have been intimidation on a reckless scale to
account for such a turn-over. What is quite certain
is that you have not taken a free vote.

Bullied into Submission

It is not relevant here to consider whether the
Catholics in Bavaria and in other parts of the Reich
(for these others fared no better) might not have
shown a stronger front to the oppressor, and let
their schools go down fighting, instead of being
jockeyed into & show of acquiescence. Persecution
is none the less persecution when it is successful
What chiefly unnerved resistance was probably the
feeling that resistance would necessarily be in vain.
It was. quite clear, from the way in which education
was being handled, that the Government was deter-
mined to get rid of the denominational schools, and
many may have feh that it was better to let them have